Paimued

fication is the key to survival, Neptune Classics will outlive many a cormpetitor. Not only Sl b
st suppliers of outdoor teak in the UK, but it is comfortably expanding its kitchen and infSsioes
&, the latter with the introduction of lour new ranges last month. Not bad fogagnair of :
ieurs with no experience In fumiture ...

he power of three

By PALL FARLEY

IN 1996, disillusioned with the profit-driven ethos of their
employer, John Sims-Hilditch and Giles Redman decided 1o
create their own company. They were detarminad that is
focus should be products with integrity, to be marketed
passionalely and homesily.

The enienese was cated Mepiung = 8 name genenc enaugh 1o
cover & mullibode ol oulcomis, Al that bme, the pair did nol Bnow
wihat diracton they woild take, but their prenious eoppanincn & Brel
fad therm o devedop polyurethana wiist suppos for compuber
operanon ’

Thes product would nenes SO ko ruifion — dunng he
producton intedm, e per dresy on Giles” presvious expansnog of

miperting hammocks fom hMessco, and a Bille re-irvenbon and
beamding tram John resulied in the Classs hammock - a
dramhaaing camwas designed o hold hwo people, supported iy an
revrvatiee Arame dosgn, allosang i o stand freahy of namural
EUEROONES

Th prociunct was sirmohe yet incredibly o ectiae, and B000 wera
ok in Meptune's first year alone

WWE ang weny armiofios, procuct-wise, sEys John, jont
managng dracior aong wah Ciles. ° | ove Good quiasly irsl ard
[oremost = and Giles kes a good price. Thi cormbimalon of he
wid (Jives us a great value-lormoney product,

Seling the hammocks al shows such as Glea gave the
gnirepransurs a Garisd ai the gascen umoure rrarkal, which iy
B percaned as being full of opporuniy, Ower lime, they developed a
B leak supply chain from tha Far East. and Neplune Classics
outcoor fumilure camas o be chardchersed Dy grande and mata
EENENs, wilh a uriguaE apendach 10 USSr mecnanisms

1 g oG GRgraanng ag Wl a5 Jesgn, S&vE Johit,
et & apoarant in e parasol SUpEOns, edpanang 1ahas and
SIMENE ASSATERY MatfoEs

With anound 400 garden luimiire cusiomers, Neptune Classics
i5 ona of tha largest suppless O teak & the coundry = bl af the
rornent, beak = a it out of fawour, Fardunaiody, B seasonalty of
thal gsrclen inclusing in genaral ked 1hil peopie behind Neplune 1o
anargity long ago




Says John: “We explored al
s of e ideas, from
eworks: 1o decorations, and
aven oy, We reahsed our
LEL iy ) andd 100us was all in
"..'III:I_II‘_"I._.F'l 1o Ehat poind — oak
and lepiher wirs gain ng
popalanty on el irlenors side,
50 wWe wan with . Al (has poini
LHIT 'kli.l!".j‘.'“ tracs was
aooskeraling 0 much, it was
hard 10 Ses Py Our inbarice
offering could catch up!”®

Lipon E"5|-\:'I|.'.'!l5|'l-"-.:| M5 OrdiT1
manulaciuning faciity in the Fa
East, the bimber, fittings, and
genaral qually overall was
mproved, and '."l‘lf‘iuﬂl'l 15
EXNPMNENCEO proouchon ean
Mepiung Digan producing
BT ranges in basswood - a
!5-'.'-:.1";. mossiune-siahlks

handesood, on par with chiemy for
Sty ot awed in
appegrancd whan unlfinishad

For thes reason, all Meptuna's
mlenor fumeiure anmaes in g
||i="".1-[."-1|||'lll:":| limashoms rmsh as
stanciard, and can be painted 1o
onder Il requingd in MNepiuna
Classics’ own range of 20 colour
Oplons, EITT-?II"gEf| b I
palathes, Most of the basswood
cabndl pieces lealure solid oak
tops and manni-gracie phy
pansiing with & bech o, and
@ high lervel of traditional ey
complizles gach pece

Last moanin, Meplune Classics
urmveiied one badreom and three
ri Chin ng ranges at Indesnigns
Barmngham. “We've esiablishad
8 lovedy nberiod lok,” says John
“Mow we ane lpcyusing on

Biachianng i, and wa've bepn
Expancng our produc] design
and develonmen] [eam (o do
Mhis

Wi want (o help PEOHe Mg
Mg ChCec. DUl at 1The samsa
bme Reap 1he alldirng concisa
S0 vl Cenvainped senvaral nisy
ook and fnishes for 20097

The pant paleties are
cesignad 10 g a house an
{::.‘JTIZI'--:IE"F.I-!_'.]FEEIZI 4 i
consdanad, wilthoul |:'J-:"!|I'|4.'_]
I HAOUS

Dnversitying Irom cutdoor to
intenor furndung kg, b, i
it Srgabon of kilchen furmgung
The lulks-assembled, boli-
together madudar Sysiem
achieves & baspors ksl theough
a oo that focusas on
nonaenial symmatny, refher fan
the rachliondl verbcal limes
nomially a5S0Cialed with
kilchans

Kilchen furniuna is the thid
Sicle to Nepiune, and another
Quaranies thal ihe company
Glays alloat shoulkd the oifwes
areds eogpenence difhicu Iy,
Eandhen fumilune is shll
reepiune's largest Fastment,
Bul s mberors dnvasion - now
r'-i!:l."i”u for around 00 chens
WD Can nowy deal with the
company hrough n eoccsse
inranet Siock managismiEng
Fyslem - iz clearly perionming

Yinted Furniture

wAHl

sintl 2000, Mepiune Clagsins
nas oocupsed a I"-'U"-"
NEACTUANES NEar Sewaicdon, just
off junction 16 of the M4, Tha
neassradesinad showroom s
pooesgible and abiracive, and

an assel that John washies o
el fuather

Wha'va just slared holding
Cpen A up héna,” he says
“With an open day, much mom
hamn af sn exhibetion, 1's ol
abxul 1he company, and the
O] ek ||_:I-|~ WG weoirE hesg
Cusiomeans can poke around
and gat under our Skin "

Despita baing comprised of a
redatazly small beam, Meplune
Classics has huge capabilities,
and Ils ntences ranis ant a
lestarment 10 ts. MNepluna's
panied lumilure piaces aka
leaiures and qualdy furthar than
Orea Wik expact - fhanks 1o a
mixiung of iraditional
Crattsmanship. mwenliva
BNOINSEnng,. 4nd 8 Qood dosa o
antnusissm

Cur procuct difieneniisies
il in thiss respect,” concludes
Join, "If our cuslomars get
somedheng thal's éven betlar
than nommad, it cam camy i diey
whien i comes o making the
gale
TOT7as BE1 144
W neplune.co.uk



