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converSIon 
With no expelience of major renovation projects, Victoria 
and Wayne Cresswell took a derelict bam and transformed 
it - with stunning results - into their dream spacious home 
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Right There were two old 
barns on Victo ria's father's 

farm. The coup le (above) 
wanted to convert Or'le 

into a family home - but 
it needed a lot of work 
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A new roof was added 
and the brkkworl< was 
cleaned and repolnted . 

Hardwood double­
glazed windows by 

Barlow Joinery were 
installed, with frames t 

p<I'nted in a bespoke 
cr@am shade byDulo" 

FACT FILE 

THE OWNERS 

The Sh"ker-nyle 
kitchen suits the 
barn's rusti, style. 
with units by 
Neptune furniture, 
which were 

I 

Victoria Cresswell, who is a flight 
attendant, and her husband Wayne, 
a mining supervisor, live here with 
their two sons, lewiS, seven, and 
Freddie, four 

THE PROPERTY 
A three-bedroom detached 
barn conversion 

THE LOCATION 
Tuxford. Nottinghamshire 

WHAT THEY SPENT 
The couple have spent around 
£270,000 converting the barn, 
which has been recently valued at 
around £325,000 



-

\Vhen Vic toria Jnd Wayne Cresswell 
decided to put their detached bungalow 
on the market, they were not planning to 

lake on a barn conversion project. 
'Our bungalow had three bedrooms, but 

lhey werc of unequal ,,;7);,' says Victoria. 
'Our son Lewis' room was large, while our 
other son Freddie's was much smaller. As 
the boys grew bigger, we wanted them to 
have the same size bedrooms.' 

The couple started searching for a larger 
home and put in an offer for what seemed 
the perfect property. Everything was g()ing 
smoothly unti l the last minute, when the 
sellers pulled out of the sale, 

'\Ve were devastated,' says Victoria. 
Victoria's father, who owns a farm, came 

up with a solution, suggesting they restore 
one of tile derelict barns on his land. 

' My parents' f3rm h3d two barns that had 

.., .. 

-

fallen into disrepair,' sa!,s Victoria. 'When 
we first srarted house·hunting, the idea of 
converting one of them and livin g there 
hadn't crossed our minds - but it seemed 
a viable option once we considered it.' 

Now, with hindsight, Victoria and Wayne 
were pleased the sale hadn't gone ahead. 

'Although it was a large property with 
good sized rooms, it had a sm31l garden,' 
says Victoria. 'It was just 3S well that the 

other place fell through. We realised that 
living on the farm would give the boys 
severa l acres to play on and we would be 
there for my parents as they got older.' 

\Vith no experience of barn conversions, 
the couple called in an architect to draw up 
the in itial plan~ to see if thq' could secure 
planning permission to turn the derelict 
b3rn into a family home. 

'We were thrilled when we were given the 
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go ahead for planning permissi()n,' says 
Victor ia. 'However, when we looked at the 
p!a1l5 in detai l, we realised that they weren't 
quite right for us. There were plenty of 
rooms in the new redesign, but none of any 
significant size, s() we asked the architect to 
change the layout.' 

The new plans included creating an 
upper floor in the barn, comprising a large 
master bedroom with Ml en suite, as \\'dl 
3S two bedrooms of equal size for their 
sons 3nd a family bathroom. The couple 
also wanted an open-plan layout on the 
ground floor, with the enTrance han leading 
to a spacious liv ing area on the left and a 
kitchen -diner on the right. 

'\Vhen we submitted the new plans to Ihe 
local authority, we also applied for planning 
permission to add an extension to the barn,' 
says Victoria. '\Vc wanted the house to be as iii' 
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The living room is part o f the 
Open_plan ground floor la),out and 
sepa~rom the kitchen·d iner 
by a (entIa. hallway. Barlow 
Joinery sourced the linlel above 
the firepla<e, whith was built w ith 
original bricks from the site. and 
teamed it with a wood·burne. 
from Stoves Direct.~ leather 
chair Is from Furniture Village 

AboW! Natural 
limestone flooring 
unifies the ground 
floo. - Mandarin 
Stone has a ~mililr 
style. Exposed brick 
complements the 
flatu,a' materials u~ 
throughout the house. 
The oak dining table 
and cha irs are from 
Kingsman Inter iors. 
Full·height windows 
let flatural light f lood 
through to the 
kitchen-dining area 

spacious as possible, with plenty of natural 
ligh t and ~ hig space downstairs where the 
children could run around - but our plans 
were turned down.' 

They decided 10 add a garage to the side 
of the barn instead, whi(h has now been 
turned into a utility room, freeing up spa(e 
in the main hou.se.1t is also used to store 
the large tanks for their ground source 
heat pumps that generate heat for the 
underfloor heating system and wate r. 

The garage/utility room otTers S(ope to 
develop the property further, as the wuple 
plan to convert it one day into a fami ly 
gamcs room, with an extra bedroom above. 

Victoria admi ts that she did have second 
thoughts about the project and the huge 
ch~lllenge that IllY ahead. 

' I was pregnant at the time and wondered 
if I would be able to (ope with it all; she 
remcmbers, 'but by the timc the bllilding 
work went ahead, Freddie was six Illonths 
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DESIGN TIP 
You can retai n the 

character of an old building 
when converting it by opting 
for an open-plan layout and 
vaulted ceilings to show off 
the height, but leave some 

of the original material, 
such as brickwork and 

timbers, exposed 

/ 
/ / 
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Interiors. Wooden beams in 

the teiling create a rustic feel 

'We wanted our new home to be as spacious as possible, 
with plenty of natural light and sustainable features' 
old and, as he was our second child, things 
felt e;lsier than with Lewis. r spent a lot o f 
time Irying to find the perfect mater ials and 
furni ture. It was challenging bUI worth it.' 

\'Vhen work began, the barn was full of 
farming equipment and old junk, which 
had to be clean-d out. Its cxternallower 
walls I" 'ere covered in whitcwa~h, so the 
bricks had \0 be repointed and cleaned up. 

'As the barn had been used for fa rm 
work we needed to make sure \hat it wasn't 
contamin:ued: says Victoria. 'We had all 
sortS of surveys, including engineering 
reports, bat surveys and contamination 
reports, which were handled by o ur 
archi tect Clive Booth.' 

It didn't all run smoothly as the couple 

experienced delays to their build project, 
which was just as well thai they rented out 
a house during the work and stayed part of 
the time with Victoria's parents. 

'We had to wait for the energy company 
to reposition a cable serving the electrical 
equipment, which took 1110nths,'Victoria 
re'members. '\Vhen we were underpi nning 
the barn, the end gable collapsed and took 
three weeks to repair as we h:ld to allow for 
it to settle before rebuilding it .' 

The couple wanted their new home to 
include an element of sustainabilit y. 
With this in mind, they had a rainwater 
harvesting system filted, which collects 
water froIll the roof and serves the two 
upstairs cloakrooms, as well as an outside 

t:lp for wateri ng plants. A Klnrgester Blotec 
.sewage treatment system was also installed. 
Fining the ground source heat pumps and 
under floor heating was a major job for the 
builders and plumbers. 

'Thankfull}" \\'{" had hired excellent 
fillers,' says Victoria. ' It 's good to know 
that all o ur heat ing energy cOllles from 
i.J.ene;!th OUf own land.' 

While the build was progre~ing, Victoria 
planned the interior schemes. She wanted 
a look Ihal was cOlllemporary yet timeless, 
with rustic influences so it ",'auld work well 
within the rural environment. 

On the grou nd floor, an open-plan 
kitchen-di ner with cre<llll-painted uni ts 
leads through to a stylish yet sim ple living .. 
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PRAalCAL TIP 
Barn conversions are 
zero rated for VAT, 

reducing the cost of labour 
and materials by 20%. Builders 
charge the reduced rate of 5% 

which you claim back from 
HMRC on completion, plus 

any standard VAT paid 
on materials you 

bought 

--

l '::-

I 

'1 wanted a contemporary yet timeless look, with rustic 
influences so it would work within the rural environment' 
area. The units and window frames were 
painted a shade of cream to refleCl lhe light 
and ensure that the attractive in terior 
brickW()rk stood out. 

'Our kitchen table is the hub orlhe 
house and the kids play and eal here,' says 
Victoria. '\Vc wanted a pracliClI space, so 
we've added storage boxes in the liv ing 
area, with plenty of floor space for the boys 
to run aro und and play.' 

The couple had planned to lay oak 
floor ing, but decided against the idea as 
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they were concerned thatlhc underfloor 
heating might warp it. Victoria wanted 
floo ring that didn 't look too uniform 
and which would be prnctic.d for )'Oung 
child ren and easy to dean. 

'Flagstoncs would have been lovely, but 
probably too thick for us to appreciJ te the 
underfloor heating beneath,' VictoriJ 
explains. ' Instead, we opted fo r natural 

limestone in a mix of wJ rlll green, orange, 
brown and gold shades, which have their 
own na tu ra l stains so it 's perfect: 

'Vic love the undcrfloor heating,' she 
adds. '1 \ can get very cold living on a farm 
surrounded by lots of open !and, but when 
we come home the ho use is warm and there 
is no need for slippers.' 

In the liv ing area, their Ilalscreen TV has 
been positioned subtly, so that it doesn't 
ac t as a major focal point whenever they 
\V,llk into the roo l11. 

'Our build project manager sugges ted 
putting it o n the \\,,111 opposite the fireplace, 
which was a grc;u suggestion ,' says Victoria, 
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The neutral 
In il 

II II 
Tiles and a bath from Amco. 
The couple have owned the 

distressed white cupboard for 
years - f(X Similar, try Chic SI\IIdr; 

! .. 

Natural wood brings the 
country~tyle interior inlo the 

bilthroom, with a ~e 
pine va nity unit from Roy 

Walkers Pine and a OOrdogne 
oak door from Howdens. Tile 
(ount('rtop basin is from B&Q 

'It's great to know that our heat energy comes from 
the ground source heat pumps beneath our own land' 
it has completely dried out. \\'c' lI I'robabl)'/ 
have 10 redo them, because now 11131 the" 
oak has d ried out it has shrunk. Oak Il t'i.>ds 

to be left in a wa rm environment for several 
months before it is fitted.' 

Victoria is thrilled with their barn 
conversion, but relievrd that the bui ld 
projl'Ct is now over. 

' I can', believe we wCnt th ro ugh all that 
upheaval,' she admits. ' People ask me if I'd 
ever do it again, and I say probably nOl - if 
you m,lke wrong decisions, you have to live 
wilh them or start all ovcr again .' 

Therc arc plenty of pillS poi nts though. 
' It 's great to havc my family living SO near 
- my parents' .:;ottagc is o nly 50 mctres 
away. ''''e'vc c\'cn carmarkcd that sc<:ond 
dcrcli.:;t barn for my brothcr, who hopes 
\0 convert it .md move here soon. We can 
givc him lots of advice.' 

CONTACTS 
Architect: Cl ive Booth 01636 6785 17 
Construction: Pines Construct ion 
01909474540 PinesconstructiOll.co.uk 
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Right Victoria bought 
the bunk bed in 

Freddie's room from 
day. The de.:or has 

been kept simple, 
with walls painted 

in a <J\ade of whil e, 
plus painted (ream 
shutte~ that were 

fitted and supplied 
by Bruc:e Gillingham 


	Real Homes Dec 11 - 1
	Real Homes Dec 11 - 2
	Real Homes Dec 11 - 3
	Real Homes Dec 11 - 4
	Real Homes Dec 11 - 5
	Real Homes Dec 11 - 6

